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Why have

a memorial for your pet?

How can

hen a person you love dies,

it's natural to feel sorrow,
express grief, and expect support and
comfort from friends and family.
Unfortunately, the same doesn't always
hold true if the one who died was your
beloved pet. There are those who may
trivialize, or even consider inappropriate,
the grief associated with the loss of a
companion animal. Nothing could be
further from the truth.

People love their pets and consider
them members of their family. Animals
provide companionship, acceptance,
emotional support and unconditional
love during the time they share with you.
So when your beloved pet dies, it's not
unusual to feel overwhelmed by the
intensity of your sorrow. If you under-
stand and accept this bond between
humans and animals, you've already
taken the first step toward coping with
pet loss: knowing that it is okay to
grieve when your pet dies.

A memorial service offers comfort,
embraces the grieving process and
acknowledges your relationship with
your pet. It is a chance to celebrate the
life of your pet and to remember all the
wonderful times together. It's an
opportunity to share stories, create a
memorial space or simply treasure
your memories.

a Celebrant help?

funeral Celebrant certified by

the Celebrant Foundation &
Institute will collaborate with you and
your family in an unhurried personal
meeting as you work together to cre-
ate a loving, personal tribute to your
pet according to your wishes. Pet lovers
themselves, Celebrants who specialize
in ceremonies for our animal compan-
ions know that nothing can take away
the grief we experience from such a
loss, but a genuine, well-prepared
tribute to your pet eases the pain.

Other ways
to honor our pets

C eremony offers a way to
celebrate our pets and animal

companions throughout their lifetimes.
Whether we mark their arrival into our
homes with a family welcoming and
naming ceremony or formally honor
specially trained service dogs as they
retire from their working lives,
ceremonies for animal companions give
us the opportunity to accept
responsibility, bestow a name, pay
tribute with storytelling or create a
lasting memorial.

"As | watched my grandchildren participating, | under-
stood the true value of having a memorial service for our
dog. | believe it helped them not only heal a bit from the
loss of their beloved dog, but also prepare them for
future loss as well." ~ Linda

To locate a Celebrant near you or
to learn how to become a Celebrant,
visit us at www.celebrantusa.org.

The Celebrant Foundation & Institute
is a non-profit educational institution
dedicated to helping individuals,
couples, families and communities mark
life’s milestones with personalized
ceremonies. Celebrants have performed
over one million ceremonies worldwide.
Celebrants officiate at virtually every life
event, including weddings and
commitments, funerals and memorials,
baby namings and adoptions. With a
focus on personalizing each ceremony
to reflect the needs, beliefs and values
of the couple or family, Celebrants are
trained in the art of ceremony.
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Celebrants Officiate at
Life's Rites of Passage

Ceremonies for Families & Children
Baby Namings & Welcomings
Ceremonies for Adoptive Families
Coming of Age Ceremonies for Teens

Ceremonies for Couples
Weddings
Commitment Ceremonies
Civil Unions
Vow Renewals
Engagements

Ceremonies of Healing & Transition
Funerals & Memorials
Divorce
Survivor Ceremonies

Career Downsizing

Rites of Passage
Birthdays
Graduations
Retirement

Special Achievements

Civic & Corporate Events
Grand Openings
Awards Ceremonies
Special Events
Community & Nonprofit Events

Civic Ceremonies



